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Om thing that is very similar
about the old and new rule 18
s they both “lock-in” the boats’
obligations at the moment the first
one reaches the zone. Of course,
the “lock-in” moments are different
- it was two hull lengths in the old
rule and three lengths in the new
rule. But the principle, explained in
rules 18.2b and 18.2¢, is the same.

‘There are, however, some other
differences in the new rule 18:

* A boat does not reach the
zone until some part of her hull is
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‘When one boat (A) enters the zone
dlear ahead of another boat (B), the old
rulles said B had to keep clear of Aas |

25 rule 18 appled.In other words, &

«_had the right of way even if she was ort

“Port tack or became a windward boat.
“The rulemakers wanted to-gét rid of

this couirer-ntultive switcf in the right

of way. So they wrote the new rule 18

in 2 way that always keeps the basic

right-of-way relationships When A

enters the zone clear ahead she does

not get the right of way; instead, she is

entitled to mark-room from B.

‘When A is the keep-clear boat (as in
the diagram above),she can sail a sea-
manlike course to the mark and then a
proper course while she is at the mark.
When A has the right of way (e.g.if she
jibed),she is no longer limited to only
the space needed for mark-room.

in the zone (see “Zone” on page 5).

* When boats are overlapped at
the zone, the inside boat is there-
after entitled to ‘mark-room.” This
s different than the room’ she got
under the old rule 18 (see page 4).

*When a boat is clear ahead
at the zone, she is thereafter enti-
tled to mark-room from the boat
clear astern. This is very different
from the old rule, which automati-
cally gave the clear-ahead boat the
right of way for the entire mark
rounding (see diagram below lefi)

Once rule 18.2b kicks in and
determines which boat is entitled to
‘mark-room, the obligation applies
until that boat is leaving the mark
and no longer needs mark-room.
‘There are only two exceptions to
this. According to new 18.2c, rule
18.2b ceases to apply if:

* Either of the boats passes
head to wind. This is a change from
the old rule, which turned off only
when the boat that was clear ahead
passed head to wind.

*The boat entitled to mark-
room goes outside the zone. In the
old rules, this did not necessarily
turn off the boats’ obligations under
rule 18 (see diagram below). »
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182 Giving Mark-Room

(B) I boses are overapped when the frsc
ofthem reaches the zone, the olside boat.
2ttt moment shall thereaie give the
insde bost markruom. I boat  cear
aheod when she reache the zoe,the boat
dear aster a that moment sal shereafer
gve her markroom,

(©)When a boat s required to give mark-
oo by ule 182(6)she shall concinue to
o s0 even i laer an overip i broken or
2 new overlap begins However, i siher
boat psses head to wind or f the bost
entiled to markoon leavs the zone, rule
18216) ceses o 3pply.

182

ing Room; Keeping Clear

| (6 OVRLPEDATTHE ZORE_oLD

| ifbosts e overkpped befoe echer of
them reachd th v lngehzone and

| the ovrap s brokn afe one of rem

| s rached e, the bose thac was on he

| ouside shall contine to gve the ot
bost room, i he outide boat becomes

| clear astern or overiapped inside the other

| boas she s not entted to room and shall

| teep s

| (9 NOT OVERLAPPED AT THE ZONE

|/ 1 boat was clar shead at the cime she

| resched the two-Jengeh zone, th boat

| clar astern shall tereatr ke cloar.
the boat car astern becomes overlapped
outside the othr boat sh shl a0 gwe
theince boat room. I he bt clear
asern becomes overapped nside the
other bost.she s not ented o room If
e boat that s cear ahead pases head
0 vind rule 182(0) o longer spples and
vemins nspplicible.

Ifa boat (X) is clear ahead when she reaches the zone,
new rule 1825 says the boat clear astern () shall “there-
after give her mark-room”” This means that as long as rule
18 applies and X is sailing to the mark or is at the mark,
she's entitled to mark-room from Y (but if X has right of
way she can sail a wider course and Y must keep clear).
Rule 18.2c describes two situations when rule 18.2b.
might cease o apply before the boats have left the
mark The first, which usually happens at a windward
mark, is when either boat passes head to wind.
This s 2 change from the old rule, which

‘turned offY's obligation only when X
passed head to wind.
“The second situation is shown
here. Under the old rules, there
‘were times when X could go out-
side the'zone (e.g. when giving
room to,other boats) and stil
retain the right of way that she
earned from entering the zone
clear ahead. But in the new rules,
s clear that f X goes outside the
zone, rule 18.2b no longer applies.
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